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February 3, 2010

Dear KPHA Members:
The Kentucky Public Health Association’s Awards Committee is now soliciting nominations for the many areas of recognition set aside for the 2010 annual conference, scheduled this year at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Louisville.  The committee will accept nominations through Friday, February 12.  Please forward electronically to Paula Alexander at paula.alexander@ky.gov  for consideration by the full committee.
WHY? Now just hold on before you click delete.  You may be thinking that you don’t have time to nominate anyone, while at the same time you can probably easily call to mind at least three to four deserving persons for each award.  Sure, we’re all real busy now, probably as busy as we’ve ever been in public health, what with shrinking public health budgets, skyrocketing demands for personal health services,  and resources stretched to the max with the 2009 Winter Ice Storm and H1N1.  But, aren’t these conditions even more reason to take the time to recognize the best of the best who have kept threats to public health in check?  
HOW?  The 2010 annual KPHA conference is a time to celebrate public health and to recognize those persons who have truly made a difference. Please do your part by submitting a nomination and/or writing a letter of support for a nomination submitted by a colleague (the committee would like to see at least five letters of support for each nomination).  We’re making this easier for you this year by attaching a nomination form as well as a letter of support template.  Surely you can do the rest!  Of course, you are welcome to use your own personal formatting, as long as the nomination summary is under three typewritten pages (double-spaced, 12-point font), and includes only those activities directly related to the nominee’s contributions to the public health system.  Refer to the attached KPHA Policies and Procedures for details.
It’s All About History!  Remember that the deadline for submissions to the KPHA Awards Committee is February 12, a most auspicious day in history.  In 881 Pope John VIII crowned Charles the Fat, the King of Italy, Emperor; Abraham Lincoln was born on that date in 1809; Ecuador annexed the Galapagos Islands in 1832; the Utah Territory decided in 1870 that women should vote (the U.S. came to the same decision 50 years later); and in 2010 you will have submitted at least one nomination and/or letter of support to the KPHA Awards Committee.
Sincerely,

Paula Alexander, Awards Chair & Committee
ORGANIZED IN 1949 – PROMOTING PERSONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
KPHA Nomination Form

I, _______________________, nominate ________________________ for the following KPHA award (please bold or circle the appropriate award):  

· The Russell E. Teague Meritorious Award

· The Helen B. Fraser Maternal and Child Health Award

· The Sara C. Stice  Health Education Award

· The KPHA Group Award

· The Elbert “Al” Austin, Jr. Career Achievement Award

· The Administrative Support Staff Award

· The William “Bill” Patton Environmental Service Award

· The Virginia Dodd Rice Home Care Award

· The Outstanding Public Health Nurse Award

· The Peggy S. Kidd Nutrition Award

· The Paul Mason Memorial Award

This person has made an exceptional contribution to Kentucky’s public health system by (may use bullet or numerical sequence) (Please be specific!:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Should there be any questions, please contact me at __________________________________________

KPHA Letter of Support for Award Nomination 
I, ________________________________, am writing to provide a letter of support for the nomination of _________________________, as submitted by _____________________________, for the _________________________________ Award.  (Circle or bold the appropriate referenced award, below.)

· The Russell E. Teague Meritorious Award

· The Helen B. Fraser Maternal and Child HealthAward

· The Sara C. Stice  Health Education Award

· The KPHA Group Award

· The Elbert “Al” Austin, Jr. Career Achievement Award

· The Administrative Support Staff Award

· The William “Bill” Patton Environmental Service Award

· The Virginia Dodd Rice Home Care Award

· The Outstanding Public Health Nurse Award

· The Peggy S. Kidd Nutrition Award

· The Paul Mason Memorial Award

The reason(s) I support this nomination is as follows:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please contact me for any questions, at ____________________________________________________.
POLICY & PROCEDURES MANUAL:
Appointment:
The Awards committee shall be appointed by the President and shall serve during the term of the appointing President.  This committee shall consist of the Chair, appointed by the President and at least three (3) active members of the Association.  

Purpose:
The purpose of the Awards Committee is to annually review and draft recommended changes, refine, clarify and update the Association Awards criteria and process as necessary; as well as call for, receive and determine the receipents of the annual awards.

Relationship to Others:
The Board must approve all recommended changes to any criteria or procedure change to the Awards.  

General Guidelines for Awards – Nominees
1. There are no KPHA membership longevity criteria.

2. The nominee should be a Kentucky resident or provide for public health to Kentuckians.

3. All awards are signified by a commemorative plaque only (no cash or additional presentations).

4. The nominee cannot have previously received the reward in question.

5. The nominee is not required to be a KPHA member but such membership may be a determining factor.

General Guidelines for Awards – Nominators
1. The nominator must be a KPHA member, retired or actively employed.

2. The nominator should be a Kentucky resident (although exceptions may be individually reviewed by the KPHA Awards Committee).

3. The nomination statement must be clear and concise so as to better assure an objective review by the Awards Committee.

4. The length of the nomination summary must be limited to three typewritten pages (double-spaced, 12-point font), and should include only those activities directly related to the nominee’s contributions to the public health system.

5. Letters of support for the nomination may be submitted with the nomination form, or submitted separately.

6. Letters of support may be submitted electronically or by regular mail, as long as sent on or before deadline for submission.

7. Letters of support must be written within the current year of the proposed award.

8. The Awards Committee will set a deadline for submission of nominations, ideally six to eight weeks prior to the Annual KPHA Convention.

9. The Awards Committee reserves the right to request additional information.

Criteria for Ranking Nominees for KPHA Awards
1. Awards Committee members will rank order nominations using a 1-5 Likert Scale, with one signifying the lowest adherence and five the highest category.

2. Awards Committee members may submit nominations but must recuse themselves from the specific selection process for the reward(s) in question.

3. Rankings will be based on:

· The extent to which the nomination matches the specific award category

· The extent to which the nomination reflects the nominee’s adherence to the Ten Essential Public Health Services

· The perceived impact of the nominee’s public health achievements

· The innovations and creativity of such achievements

· The long-range effects of the nominee’s contributions to public health

· KPHA membership may be considered in the ranking

· Letters of endorsement

Award Descriptions
1. The Russell E. Teague Award – To honor and recognize exceptional and meritorious achievement in the field of public health.  Dr. Teague was Kentucky Health Commissioner from 1956-1970.  Guidelines:  Well-recognized contribution to the improvement of public health; must reflect innovative and creative approaches with an impact on continued growth.

2. The Helen B. Fraser Award – To honor an individual who has made an exceptional contribution to the health and well-being of mothers and children in Kentucky.   Dr. Fraser was state MCH director from 1956 until her death in 1965.  Guidelines:  Nominee must have made a unique and outstanding contribution to the growth and development of Kentucky maternal and child health – beyond standard requirements of employment or through voluntary work.

3. The Sara C. Stice Award – To honor an individual who has made an outstanding contribution in the field of health education in Kentucky.  Sara B. Stice was state Director of Health Education from 1950 until her retirement in 1973.  Guidelines:  Active in the field of health, and has made an exceptional contribution in health education.

4. The KPHA Group Award – To honor a designated group or organization that has collectively contributed to public health program development, toward enhancement of public health in the Commonwealth.  Guidelines:  Efforts must be well-described and include evidence of continued health contributions.

5. The Elbert “Al” Austin, Jr. Career Achievement Award – To honor a person who remains humble among peers yet towers above the rest in achievements.  Al Austin was health cabinet secretary in the 1980’s.  Guidelines:  Demonstrates loyalty and perseveres in working to improve public health for all Kentuckians.
6. The Administrative Support Staff Award – To honor someone who has made outstanding contributions in the field of administrative support for public health.  Guidelines:  Nomination must demonstrate exceptional service.
7. The William “Bill” Patton Environmental Service Award – To honor a person who has demonstrated exceptional performance, outstanding achievements and meritorious service in Environmental Services. Bill Patton worked tirelessly as an environmentalist in southeastern Kentucky from the earl 1980's until his death in 2001.  Bill truly believed that he could improve the environmental health of all Kentuckians.  Guidelines:  Nomination of someone who has clearly demonstrated the above referenced achievements.
8. The Virginia Dodd Rice Award – To honor someone who has provided exceptional Home Health services in Kentucky, primarily though public health settings.  Guidelines:  Nomination of someone who clearly has a caring attitude and sensitivity to the needs of the community and the populations served by Home Care services.  While a professional degree is commendable, this should not serve as the primary contributing factor for a nomination.

9. The Outstanding Public Health Nurse Award – To honor an outstanding nurse in our Commonwealth.  Guidelines:  Nomination should reflect extraordinary work skills in public health nursing.

10. The Peggy S. Kidd Nutrition Award – To honor a nutritionist for outstanding professional contributions and service in public health.  Guidelines:  The nomination must reflect cooperation with other agencies and groups; public health advocacy; and all other activities that demonstrate support for public health through effective organizational skills.

11. The Paul Mason Memorial Award – To honor a Kentuckian who has made a significant contribution to benefit our most vulnerable population – the indigent and uninsured.  Guidelines:  The nomination must clearly reflect the above contributions to this target population.
Reports:
The Committee shall submit a written report of its activities within forty-five (45) days after the annual meeting to both the in-coming and out-going President.  

